	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic
	 Minimal

	Ideas


	· Main idea (theme) well developed

· Content is in depth; clear and focused

· Vivid, insightful details


	· Easy to tell what the main idea(theme) is

· Most of the time the content is clear and focused

· There is an appropriate amount of details
	· Main idea (theme) here, but needs work

· Content clear and focused at times

· There are a few details and some unneeded information
	· Main idea(theme) unclear

· Content is confusing

· Not enough details and some unneeded details

· Ideas are not written in my own words

	Organization


	· Powerful introduction; grabs the reader’s attention

· Insightful conclusion, leaves the reader thinking

· Wide variety of transitions

· Paragraphs are coherent and have unity

· Everything is in proper order
	· Effective introduction

· Has an effective conclusion that wraps up the paper

· Uses transitions
· Most paragraphs are coherent and have unity
· Order makes sense
	· Has an introduction, body, and conclusion

· Uses some transitions, usually repetitive
· A few paragraphs are coherent and have unity
· Some ideas connected in order


	· Missing introduction, body, or conclusion

· Little or no transitions
· Paragraphs do not have coherence or unity
· Confusing; random order of details

	Voice


	· My paper shines with personality

· Reader/Writer connection

· Draws strong emotion from the reader
	· Tone or mood is appropriate for purpose and audience


	· My tone or mood does not always fit my purpose and audience
	· Lacks personality

· Purpose and audience were not considered

	Word Choice


	· Uses vivid, precise language that is appropriate to the audience and the writing type
	· Uses a variety of nouns, verbs, and descriptive language to enhance meaning
	· Words are repetitive and familiar

· The words in the paper get the message across, but do not grab the reader’s attention
	· Vocabulary is limited

· Some words used incorrectly

· Language choice and language is inappropriate, repetitive, and lacks meaning

	Sentence Fluency


	· Has rhythm and flow

· All sentences are well-constructed
	· Some variety of sentence lengths, beginnings and structures

· Easy to read aloud

· Fairly smooth
	· Several sentences need to be combined or divided

· Somewhat difficult to read aloud
	· Sentences lack structure; are incomplete or rambling

· Difficult to read aloud

	Conventions


	· Spelling correct, even on more difficult words

· Accurate punctuation and capitalization

· Grammar and usage contribute to clarity

· All paragraphing correct
	· Spelling generally correct

· Punctuation and capitalization usually correct

· Grammar and usage are correct

· Most Paragraphing correct
	· Spelling correct on common words

· End punctuation and easy capitalization mostly correct

· Grammar errors not serious

· Paragraphing irregular
	· Spelling errors make it difficult to read

· Incorrect punctuation and capitalization

· Many usage and grammar errors

· Lack of paragraphing

	Presentation


	· Handwriting/font is consistent and appropriate

· No typing errors

· Overall appearance is pleasing
	· Handwriting is legible/font is consistent

· Few typing errors

· Overall appearance is acceptable
	· Handwriting poor

· If typed, obviously did not use spell check or read over

· Overall appearance is distracting
	· Handwriting illegible

· If typed, typing errors are distracting

· Overall appearance is unacceptable


