Evaluating Persuasive Letters

Sentence Fluency 

· Read the letter aloud.  Insert comments where the sentences do not flow.  Insert comments where there are run-on sentences or fragments.  

· Insert comments if sentence beginnings are redundant within paragraphs.

· Insert comments if all/most sentences are the same length.

Ideas

· Insert comments if the first and last paragraphs do not begin with the purpose (what the author is trying to convince his/her parent(s) to do).

· Insert comments if there are not THREE clear and different reasons why the parent(s) should be convinced.

· Insert comments if there are not THREE supporting details in every paragraph of the body (paragraphs 2, 3 and 4).

· Insert comments if any sentence does not relate to the topic.

Organization 

· Insert comments if there are not at least five paragraphs.

· Insert comments if the letter does not begin with a greeting (Dear Mom and Dad,) and end with a salutation (Sincerely,).

· Insert comments if the first reason is not the most important reason.

· Insert comments if topic sentences are missing in any paragraph.

· Insert comments where the author could add transitions.

Word Choice 

· Insert comments where the author used simple, mundane words, such as good, stuff, things, bad, and happy.

· Insert comments where you think the author could use better vocabulary.

Voice 

· Insert comments where the letter seems boring or unexciting.  
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